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GOVERNANCE 

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 3.0 

The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) has launched Pradhan Mantri Kaushal 

Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) 3.0, in a bid to empower India’s youth with employable skills by making over 

300 skill courses available to them. 

Key Point 

 Skill India Mission was launched by the government in 2015 under which the flagship scheme 

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) is run. 

 It aims to train over 40 crore people in India in different skills by 2022. It aims at vocational 

training and certification of Indian youth for a better livelihood and respect in the society. 

PMKVY 1.0: 

Launch: India’s largest Skill Certification Scheme - Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) - 

was launched on 15th July, 2015 (World Youth Skills Day). 

Aim: To encourage and promote skill development in the country by providing free short duration skill 

training and incentivizing this by providing monetary rewards to youth for skill certification. 

Implementation: PMKVY is implemented by the National Skills Development Corporation (NSDC) 

under the guidance of the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE). 

Key Components: Short Term Training, Special Projects, Recognition of Prior Learning, Kaushal & 

Rozgar Mela, etc. 

Outcome: In 2015-16, 19.85 lakh candidates were trained. 

PMKVY 2.0: 
Coverage: PMKVY 2016-20 (PMKVY 2.0) was launched by scaling up both in terms of Sector and 

Geography and by greater alignment with other missions of the Government of India like Make in India, 

Digital India, Swachh Bharat, etc. 

Budget: Rs. 12,000 Crore. 

Implementation Through Two Components: 

Centrally Sponsored Centrally Managed (CSCM): This component was implemented by National 

Skill Development Corporation. 75% of the PMKVY 2016-20 funds and corresponding physical targets 

have been allocated under CSCM. 

Centrally Sponsored State Managed (CSSM): This component was implemented by State 

Governments through State Skill Development Missions (SSDMs). 25% of the PMKVY 2016-20 funds 

and corresponding physical targets have been allocated under CSSM. 

Outcome: More than 1.2 Crore youth have been trained/oriented through an improved standardized 

skilling ecosystem in the country under PMKVY 1.0 and PMKVY 2.0. 

PMKVY 3.0: 

Coverage: Launched in 717 districts, 28 States/eight UTs, PMKVY 3.0 is a step towards ‘Atmnanirbhar 

Bharat’. 
Implementation: It will be implemented in a more decentralized structure with greater responsibilities 

and support from States/UTs and Districts. 

District Skill Committees (DSCs), under the guidance of State Skill Development Missions (SSDM), 

shall play a key role in addressing the skill gap and assessing demand at the district level. 

Features: 

 It envisages training of eight lakh candidates over a scheme period of 2020-2021 with an outlay 

of Rs. 948.90 crore. 

 The 729 Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendras (PMKKs), empaneled non-PMKK training centres 

and more than 200 Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) under Skill India will be rolling out 

PMKVY 3.0 training to build a robust pool of skilled professionals. 

 It will be more trainee- and learner-centric. The focus is on bridging the demand-supply gap by 

promoting skill development in areas of new-age and Industry 4.0 job roles. 

 It will be a propagator of vocational education at an early level for youth to capitalize on 

industry-linked opportunities. 

 The National Educational Policy 2020 also puts focus on vocational training for a holistic 

growth and increased employability. 

 By taking the bottom-up approach to training, it will identify job roles that have demand at the 

local level and skill the youth, linking them to these opportunities (Vocal for Local). 
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 It will encourage healthy competition between states by making available increased allocation to 

those states that perform better. 

INDIAN ECONOMY 

 Kevadiya railway Station will enhance foot falls at the Statue of Unity  
Prime Minister flaged off eight trains connecting different regions of the country to Kevadiya, Gujarat, 

on 17th January, 2021. 

Key Points  

 These trains will facilitate seamless connectivity to the Statue of Unity, located on the Narmada 

River in the Kevadiya, Gujarat. 

 Prime Minister will inaugurate the Dabhoi – Chandod Gauge converted Broad Gauge railway 

line, Chandod – Kevadiya new Broad Gauge railway line, newly electrified Pratapnagar – 

Kevadiya section and the new station buildings of Dabhoi, Chandod and Kevadiya. 

 Kevadiya station is India’s first railway station with a Green Building Certification. 

                                            INTERNATIONAL RELATIONIODIVERSITY 

India & Oman 

Recently, a meeting of the India-Oman Strategic Consultative Group (IOSCG) was held with the first 

high-level official visit from Oman to India since the onset of Covid-19 pandemic. 

 
Key Points 

 Partnership during Pandemic: India assured assistance to Oman in its requirement for Covid-19 

vaccines. India had also facilitated food and medical supplies to Oman during the pandemic. 

 Previously both the countries have expressed satisfaction on the operationalisation of the Air 

Bubble arrangement between the two countries during covid-19. 

 Air bubbles (travel corridors or travel bubbles) are systems established between two countries 

that perceive each other to be safe and allow carriers of both the countries to fly passengers 

either way without any restrictions. 

 Comprehensive Review: Both sides reviewed the entire spectrum of India-Oman relationship 

including in political, energy, trade, investment, defence, security, space, mining, Science & 

Technology, culture and consular fields. 

Background: 

 The two countries across the Arabian Sea are linked by geography, history and culture and enjoy 

warm and cordial relations, which are attributed to historical maritime trade linkages. 

 While people-to-people contact between India and Oman can be traced back 5000 years, 

diplomatic relations were established in 1955 and the relationship was upgraded to Strategic 

partnership in 2008. Oman has been a key pillar of India's West Asia Policy. 

Political Relations: 

 Visits at the highest level have been exchanged frequently between India and Oman. Ministerial 

level visits have taken place regularly. 

 The Sultanate of Oman is a strategic partner of India in the Gulf and an important interlocutor at 

the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), Arab League and Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 

fora. 

Defence Cooperation: 

 The Ministries of Defence of both countries review their relations annually under the aegis of 

Joint Military Cooperation Committee meeting. 

 India and Oman conduct regular biennial bilateral exercises between all three services. 

 Army exercise: Al Najah 
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 Air Force exercise: Eastern Bridge 

 Naval Exercise: Naseem Al Bahr 

 Since 2008, Oman has been extending its support to Indian Navy’s anti-piracy missions and 

Indian Naval Ships are regularly welcomed by Oman for Overseas Deployments. 

Economic & Commercial Relations: 

 India accords a high priority to expanding its economic and commercial ties with Oman. 

Institutional mechanisms like Joint Commission Meeting (JCM) and Joint Business Council 

(JBC) oversee economic cooperation between India and Oman. 

 The bilateral trade and investment between India and Oman remain robust and buoyant. 

 India is among Oman’s top trading partners. 

 For Oman, India was the 3rd largest (after UAE and China) source for its imports and 3rd largest 

market (after UAE and Saudi Arabia) for its non-oil exports in 2018. 

 Major items of India’s exports to Oman include mineral fuels, mineral oils and products of their 

distillation; boilers, machinery and mechanical appliances; articles of iron or steel; electrical 

machinery and equipment, textiles and garments, chemicals, tea, coffee, spices etc 

 Main items of India’s imports from Oman include fertilizers; mineral fuels, mineral oils and 

products of their distillation; bituminous substances etc. 

 Indian financial institutions such as State Bank of India, Public Sector Undertakings such as Air 

India, Life Insurance Corporation(LIC), have presence in Oman. Indian companies have 

invested in Oman in sectors like iron and steel, cement, fertilizers, textile etc. 

 India-Oman Joint Investment Fund (OIJIF), a JV between State Bank of India and State General 

Reserve Fund (SGRF) of Oman, a special purpose vehicle to invest in India, has been 

operational. 

 Access to Duqm Port: Oman has allowed India, including its navy, access to its Duqm port, 

about 550 km south of the capital Muscat. The Port of Duqm SEZ is earmarked to be the Indian 

Ocean’s largest deep-sea port. 

 An agreement to develop Little India, an integrated tourism complex project in Duqm worth 748 

million USD, has been signed between the two countries. 

Cultural Cooperation: 

 India and Oman have close cultural relations. The vibrant Indian expatriate community in Oman 

regularly hosts cultural performances and invites celebrity artists and singers from India. 

Indian Community in Oman: 

 The large, diverse and highly regarded expatriate Indian community in Oman is spread over the 

entire spectrum of professions. Thousands of Indians are working as doctors, engineers,etc. 

 There are many Indian schools offering CBSE syllabus catering to the educational needs of 

about 45,000 Indian children. 

Way Forward 

 India does not have enough energy resources to serve its current or future energy requirements. 

The rapidly growing energy demand has contributed to the need for long term energy 

partnerships with countries like Oman. 

 Oman’s Duqm Port is situated in the middle of international shipping lanes connecting East with 

West Asia. 

 India needs to engage with Oman and take initiatives to utilise opportunities arising out of the 

Duqm Port industrial city. 

            INDIAN HERITAGE & CULTUREODIVERSITY 

Dharashiv Caves 

 DharaShiv caves were in news recently when Maharashtra CM referred to Osmanabad as 

Dharashiv (named after 6th century caves).  

 Osmanabad is named after the last ruler of Hyderabad, Mir Osman Ali Khan, while Dharashiv is 

derived from the name for the sixth-century caves near the city. 

 Dharashiv caves are the nexus of 7 caves in Balaghat mountains in Maharashtra. 

 These have been declared as Protected area by Government of Maharashtra. 

 They are believed to be built around 5th-7th century. 

 There have been debates over caves whether they are Buddhist or Jain creations.  
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 It is believed that these caves were originally Buddhist, but later some caves were converted to 

Jain caves. 

 
NATIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 

India’s First Indigenously Designed & Developed Driverless Metro Car 
Defence Minister unveiled India’s First Indigenously Designed & Developed Driverless Metro Car 

recently. 

Key Points 

 State-of-the-art ‘Driverless Metro Car’ for Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development 

Authority (MMRDA) was unveiled at a function held at BEML’s Bangalore Complex. 

 MMRDA project has 63% indigenous content which will enhance to 75% in next two to three 

years. 

 The Aerospace Assembly Hangar and first indigenously manufactured Tatra Cabin by BEML 

were also unveiled. 

 Indigenously designed & developed state-of-the-art Driverless Metro trains are being 

manufactured at BEML Bangaluru Complex. 

                                            SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGYIODIVERSITY 

National Innovation Portal (NIP) launched 
National innovation portal was recently launched.  

Ministry:  Ministry of Science & Technology  

Developed by: National Innovation Foundation (NIF) – India  

Key Points 

 The National Innovation Portal (NIP) is currently home to about 1.15 lakh innovations scouted 

from common people of the country, covering Engineering, Agriculture, Veterinary and Human 

Health. 

 The innovations cover Energy, mechanical, automobile, electrical, electronics, household, 

chemical, civil, textiles, etc. 

 Innovation Portal is a step towards Atmanirbhar Bharat and an excellent resource for students, 

entrepreneurs, MSME’s, Technology Business Incubators (TBI’s) and common people engaged 

in a variety of occupations. 

BIODIVERSITY & ENVIRONMENT 

Adaptation Gap Report 2020: UNEP 

 Recently, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Adaptation Gap Report 2020 

estimated the annual cost of adaptation to the effects of climate change for developing 

countries to at least quadruple by 2050. 

 The current cost for these countries is in the range of USD 70 billion (Rs 5.1 lakh crore) and 

may rise to USD 140-300 billion in 2030 and USD 280-500 billion in 2050. 

Key Points 

Adaptation Cost: 

 It includes costs of planning, preparing for, facilitating and implementing adaptation measures. 

 The ever-increasing adaptation cost has also outpaced the growth in adaptation finance and 

that is the reason for a maintained Adaptation Finance gap. 

Adaptation Finance: It refers to the flow of funds to developing countries to help them tide over the 

damages caused by weather events from climate change. 
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Adaptation Finance gap: It is the difference between Adaptation Cost and Adaptation Finance. 

 Adaptation costs, in actual terms, is higher in developed countries but the burden of adaptation 

is greater for developing countries in relation to their gross domestic product. 

 The developing countries, especially in Africa and Asia, which are least equipped to tackle 

climate change will also be the most impacted by it. 

Global Challenges : 

Rising Temperature: The world is heading for at least a 3°C temperature rise this century, according 

to current Paris Agreement pledges. Even if we limit global warming to well below 2°C, or even 1.5°C, 

the poor countries will suffer. 

The Pandemic: The Covid-19 pandemic has impacted adaptation efforts but its effect is not yet 

quantified. 

Other Challenges: Last year was not just marked by the pandemic but also by devastating natural 

calamities like floods, droughts, storms, forest fires and locust plagues impacting around 50 million 

lives globally. 

Global Adaptation for Climate Change: Three-quarters of all the countries have adopted at least one 

climate change adaptation planning instrument and most developing countries are working on national 

adaptation plans. 

Some of the Indian Initiatives to Fight Climate Change: 
India has shifted from Bharat Stage-IV (BS-IV) to Bharat Stage-VI (BS-VI) emission norms from 1st 

April 2020 which was earlier to be adopted by 2024. 

National Clean Air Programme (NCAP): 

 It was launched in January 2019. 

 It is a five-year action plan with a tentative target of 20-30% reduction in concentrations of 

PM10 and PM2.5 by 2024, with 2017 as the base year. 

 It has distributed more than 360 million LED bulbs under the UJALA scheme, which has led 

to energy saving of about 47 billion units of electricity per year and reduction of 38 million 

tonnes of CO2 per year. 

The Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission: 

 It was launched in 2009 with the primary aim of achieving grid parity by 2022 and with coal-

based thermal power by 2030. 

 Aims to increase the share of solar energy in India's energy mix. 

National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC): 

 It was launched in 2008. 

 It aims at creating awareness among the representatives of the public, different agencies of the 

government, scientists, industry and the communities on the threat posed by climate change 

and the steps to counter it. 

United Nations Environment Programme 

 The UNEP is a leading global environmental authority established on 5th june 1972. 

 Functions: It sets the global environmental agenda, promotes the sustainable development 

within the United Nations system, and serves as an authoritative advocate for global 

environment protection. 

 Major Reports: Emission Gap Report, Global Environment Outlook, Frontiers, Invest into 

Healthy Planet. 

 Major Campaigns: Beat Pollution, UN75, World Environment Day, Wild for Life. 

 Headquarters: Nairobi, Kenya. 

IMPORTANT FACTS FOR PRELIM  

Gavi Gangadhareshwara Temple: Karnataka 

The overclouded sky impacted the annual phenomenon called Surya Majjana in Gavi 

Gangadhareshwara Temple (Karnataka). 

Key Points 
Location: This temple is located in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

It is believed to have been built by Kempe Gowda I in its present form. 

Architecture Features: 
Celestial Oriented Architecture: Built in Vijaynagar style, it has unique celestial oriented rock cut 

architecture due to which Surya majjana occurs on Sankranti every year. 

Surya Majjana: 
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Every year on the Makar Sankranti, the sun rays fall on the Shiv linga located in the cave (gavi) making 

it shine for ten minutes. 

Two Monolithic Structures: 

In the forecourt stand two monolithic structures, named Suryapana and Chandrapana - each 

consisting of a massive disc atop a supporting pillar. 

They have engravings of sitting bulls on the discs face each other. 

Iconography of Shiva: 

 The compound of the temple is adorned with monolith structures associated with the iconography of 

Shiva - the trishula (trident) and the damaru (an hourglass-shaped, two-headed drum). 

 In between the two discs there is a brass dhwajasthambha (flagstaff), and a small cubicle 

housing a statue of Nandi, Shiva’s bull carrier. 

Kempe Gowda I 

 Kempe Gowda I was a feudatory king under Vijayanagar empire. 

 He founded the city of Bengaluru in 1537 and named it after their family deity’s consort, Kempamma. 

 He is also credited with the construction of several lakes or keres for the purposes of drinking 

water and irrigation eg. the Dharmambudhi lake. 

Other Sites in Karnataka 

 Basavakalyan, 

 Hampi (World Heritage Site), 

 Badami, 

 Aihole, etc. 

DAILY ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE 

Qns. What are the main constraints in transport and marketing of agricultural produce in India? 

(150 words) (UPSC GS-3 Mains 2020). 
Ans:  

Since the green revolution, India has made significant progress in food security. Despite this, the farmers’ 
income remains subdued owing to the infrastructure deficit in agricultural supply chains. 

This combined with the nature of agricultural marketing laws in India makes the marketing of agriculture 

products more cumbersome than their production. 

Indian farmers today can sell their produce at the local market (haat), APMC (agricultural produce market 

committee), to the government at the minimum support price (MSP). However, all three selling options are 

marred by several issues. 

Selling at Local Market: 

 The supply chain in agriculture is affected by several issues owing to the infrastructure deficit. 

The lack of cold storage, metalled or pucca road, forces a farmer to go for distress sale. 

 Also, the lack of proper warehousing facilities leads to uncontrolled cycles of excesses and 

shortages, which in turn leads to price volatility. 

Selling To Government at MSP: 

 The government announces MSP for 23 crops but its purchases are limited to only 3 crops. 

(Wheat, Rice & Sugar). 

 Also, government procurement facilities are not available throughout the country. 

 Due to this, the farmers engaged in dairy products, vegetables, fruits, etc., have no security of 

selling their produce at competitive prices. 

Selling at APMC: 

 In most APMCs, buyers have to route all purchases through licensed aadhatiyas (middlemen). 

 These middlemen charge a commission for their “services” — many times, both from the buyer 

and seller. 

 The aadhatiya is also often a moneylender, supplying seeds, fertilizers and pesticides to farmers on 

credit. They, then, are forced to sell through him and settle their dues in perpetuity. 

Way Forward 

 Promote FPOs in Marketing: Farmer producer organizations/companies should be encouraged to 

take up direct marketing of their members’ produce to large buyers and processors. It will result in 

more competition and better prices at APMCs. 
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 Integrating Agri-Markets: The government has taken a step in the right direction by creating an 

electronic national agriculture market (eNAM) to connect all regulated wholesale produce markets 

through a pan-India trading portal. 

 Also, the Government’s announcement of GRAMs (Gramin rural agricultural market) will create a 

mini-market and bridge the gap between farmer and market. 

 Legal Reforms: The government has passed three laws to remove discrepancies in the agricultural 

markets. However, in order to implement these laws effectively, the government needs to adopt a 

holistic approach by taking farmer unions into confidence. 

Conclusion 

Addressing the challenges of the agricultural market is complex, yet doable, as the ambitious target of 

doubling farmers' income by 2022 cannot be achieved without developing a thriving market of agriculture. 

Hence, it is high time that focus must shift from agricultural production to agricultural marketing.which 

that office is held. 

DAILY QUIZ 

1. Consider the following statements: 

1. Oman shares its land borders with UAE, Yemen and Saudi Arabia only. 

2. Al Najah is the Army Exercise between India and Oman. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

2. Consider the following statements about Thiruvalluvar: 

1. The classic Tamil language text Thirukkural was written by Thiruvalluvar. 

2. Valluvar kottam temple in Chennai is built in the memory of Thiruvalluvar. 

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

3. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Nagi-Nakti Bird Sanctuaries is located in BIhar. 

2. The Kalrav bird festival was recently held at the Nagi-Nakti bird sanctuaries. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

4. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Pradhan Mantri JI-VAN Yojana aims to boost research and development in the 2G Ethanol. 

2. In India, the current permissible level of blending is 20% of ethanol with gasoline. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

5. Which of the following reports are published by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)? 

1. Emission Gap Report 

2. Global Environment Outlook 

3. Invest into Healthy Planet 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 


